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te complete the construction of Parliament
House. 1 do not share that view. Oun the
other hand, 1 consider it is high time proper
eonsideration was shown to the officers and
stadf of Parliament by making their accom-
modation habitable during the hot smumer
months. If av all possible, that additional
aceumnodation should be provided in ac-
crordance with the original plans. A great
deal has been snid about providing full-
time employment for sustenance workers.
The Mitehell and Collier Governments did
all that was possible in the civewmstances,
and I understand the same policy is being
carried out Ly the present Administration.
Oniginally wany peeple had to aceept Te-
liel work on acecount of being thrown out
of employment by the depression. T do not
consider it fair to expeet the Government
now to provide those peaple with full-time
work irrespective of whether the work is
reproductive. Fhere has alwavs been a
small army of Government workers. T re-
member that years ago, at certain seasons,
the State had io provide relief work. Tf,
however, we make it a condition that the
Government shall find permanent employ-
ment for all those workers to-day, we shall
be asking the State to do the impossible.
Recently T attended a meeting at a centre
near Donnybrook. At that meeting two
farmers said that they had ftried to goet
two men for four months™ work at the rate
of 10s. per day and keep. None of a num-
ber of sustenanee workers employed in the
locality at that time would aeeept the posi-
tions. beeause, they said, after they had
left the farmers ther would have to stand
down for some time before the Government
would put them on again. Thus the two
farmers were unahle to obtain the labour
they needed. That state of affairs shounld
be remedied. T Fail to see why something
cannot be dune in the mafter. It appears
altogether wrongr that farmers shonld zo
without labour while at their very doors
the taxpavers ave cmploving men. In con-
clusion, I desire to connnend the (lovern-
ment for their generous iveatment of the
South-West during Labour’s Jast term of
olfice. The Government have =pent a large
amount of money on developmeni work
which will prove of the greatest henefit to
the State. Particularly have the Main
Roads Board opened up a laree area of
country by makime varvious roads practic-
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able which at one fime were quite impas-
snable.  The people throughout the South-
West greatly appreciate the aetivities of
the Main koads Boeard. 1 support the
wotien for the adoption of the Address-in-
reply.

debate

On motion by Ifon. J, Nicholson,

adjourned.

Howse adjourned of 501 pan.
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The SPEAKER tock the Chair af 4.30
p-m., and vead pravers.

QUESTION—BIRD PEST.

AMr. WATTS asked the Minister for Aevi-
culture: 1, Has his altention been drawn
to a paragraph in the “West Australian”
of the 2ud Seplember relulive to the shoot-
ing of a starling at Gingin? 2, If so, has
it been ascertained whether there are a num-
her of such birds in the distriet? 3, If the
answer e Noo 2 s in the allivmative, will he
take immmediate actton to  have them de-
stroved, and also take action to prevent
therr further entry into Western Austealia?

The MINISTER FOR AGRTCULTURE

replied : 1, Yes. 2, The matter is being care-
fully followed up by the deparfinental
ollicevs and the local vermin board. 7,

Every effort is innde to prevent the intro-
duction of this bird, whieh has heen declared
vermin, into the State,
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QUESTION—WATER SUPPLIES,
COUNTRY.

Mr. SEWARD asked the Minister for
Water Supplies: 1, Have the committee ap-
pointed by the Governinent to investigate the
question of country water supplies yet com-
pleted their work? 2, If so, will the report
be made available to Parliament, and when?

The MINISTER ¥FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: 1, The Rural Water Sup-
plies Advisory Committee have not yet com-
pleted their work, but have submitted a pre-
liminary report which is receiving the eon-
sideration of the Government. 2, No parti-
cular report will be made public pending
settlement of finaneial negotiations, but
varions aspects of the water supply ques-
tion will be made available to I’arlinment
as soon as {inancial considerations permit.

BILL—JUSTICES ACT AMENDMENT.

Introduced by Mr. Watts and read a first
time.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1936-37.
In Committee of Supply.

Debale resumed from the 8th September
on the Treasurer’s Financial Statement and
on the Annval Estimates; Mr. Hegney in
the Chair.

Vote— Legislative Council, £1,865;

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [435]:1
am very pleased that the Estimates have
been Lrought down earlier this year. We
on this side of the Chamber representing
thie Country Party have always held that it
is advieable to bhring the Estimates down
as enrlv as possible so that members might
have some control of the finances, and might
he able to know the financial ideas of the
Government for the year. Probably the
carly mtroduetion of the Budget would obvi-
ate quite a lot of discussion on the Address-
in-reply, which to me seems a very futile
kind of husiness in which we have engaged
for a number of years, hecause the self-same
remarks made on the Address-in-reply could
be made on the Estimates. Consequently it
is a pleasure to have the Estimates intro-
dueed so early on fhis oecasion. I have had
an opportunity to peruse the Estimates very
fully during the last two days. They are
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very similar to the Estimates brought be-
fore the Chamber on previous oceasions. A
vreat deul of the money has already Dhueen
authorised for espenditure previous to Lhe
Estimates being submitted to this Chawber.
1 should like to say how much I appreciate
the compilation of the tabulated returns this
vear, They set ont very mneh ore eleavly
than wsnal the income and expenditure of
the Covernment, and show, so far a3 T ran
judge, all the woneys that have come into
the hands of the Government. " I do not con-
tend that my judgment in that wmatter is
absolutely correct, but those returns cer-
tainly do give a great deal more information
fhan members have had in years gone by.
1 hope we have reached the stage when,
with {he aid of these returns, members will
be able to understand the financial position
mueh better than they have done in the past.
Tt is remavkable how we delve into the state-
ment of accounts and into the Aunditeor-
Giencral’s veport, and yet I venture to say
that there are very few people in Parlia-
nent or out of it who really understand
thew.  Still, as to some figures in the Esti-
mates, T eannnt see how the amounts are
made up.

The Minister for Mines: I eannot, cither.

Hon. €. G. LATHAXM: However, the
returns, as submitted, give the Committes
much improved information. T hope the offi-
cials will he enconraged to give the fullest
possible information so that members and
the public may have a better nnderstanding
of the actual financial position of the State.
Turning to the figures for the vear 1035.34,
I presume members will say that thex dis:
close a very satisfactory state of affairs,
and eertainly an improvement in the State's
finaneinl position, but T think it would have
been wiser to spend the surplus of last vear
on assisting owr industries or the unem-
ploved, as other Governments have done.
The Commonwealth Government have set
aside very little of their smrplus towards
making good the deficiencies of other vears.
They have distributed the money to assist
the States. What I am afraid of—and the
Minister, in introducing the Estimates on
Tuesday night, mentioned his fear or lack
of knowledge in this respect—is that if we
show the IPederal Government that the
people of Western Australia are capable of
lreing taxed as we are taxing them and that
we are able to show a surplus, there will be
a veduetion in the Federal disabilities rrant.
If the Commonwealth shounld reduce that
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erant to the State, it will have the effeet
of turning the whole of the Estimates upstde
down.

The Deputy Premier interjected.

The Hon. C. GG, LATHAM: Tn previous
vears, before the introduetion of the finan-
cial emergency tax, the authorities in the
Eastern States said that Vietoria and West-
om Australia were taxed at less than their
taxable eapacity. Tf they try to draw a
comparison of that kind hetween Vietoria
and this State, T am afraid they will get
ereatly astray. The taxable eapacity of the
people in this Stafe is totally dilferent from
that of the people in Vietoria, New Sonth
Wales, or even South Australia, Our coun-
try is very new in development work, and
the whele of the money derived from the
conntry haz been put back into development
work aud is not income-carning to the extent
that it would be in the other States. Tf we
rould disseet the ineomes of the people heve
and conirast them with those of peoeple
in Vietoria and New Sonth Wales., it
would he found that our people are very
much poorer than ure those of the Fastern
States. To say that we should tax our
people to the extent of £460.000 more than
we do at present, and that if we do so we
shall get an additional  disahilities  geant,
shows a lack of understanding of the finan-
etal position of the people of this State.

The Minister for Mines: Tt is a wrong
prineiple, anyhow.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We should try to
ohtain the necessary money from our people
if we ean do so legitimately, but immnediately
we fax our people wmore heavily, there is a
loss of monev which should be available for
development work. A tremendous lot  of
money is ~Ull required before we shall be
ahle to get onr industries to their  fullest
carning eapacity.  In any event, we have ox-
ceeded the 4000 of additional  taxation.
As a matter of fact, we have doeubled the
amount  beeause  last  vear we received
£300,000 from the tax introduced primarily
fo make goud the deficiercies occurring in
revenue, and secondly to enable us to obtain
more money through the disabilities grant.
The vevenue for last vear was a record for
Western Au-tralia. On looking at the rve-
venue and considering the condition of many
of our industries. T wonder whether we did
Tight {o tax them iv the extent we did last
vear. We have maken into Consolidated Re-
venue a large anm of money which it wonld
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have heen wiser for the individual to expend
un developmental works. While it might be
cloimed that the farmer has not been taxed
—yprabably he has not heen taxed divectiv—
he certainly has been taxed indireetly be-
cause it s well kpown that indiveet taxation
is passed on and. as members have said, is
paid by the primary producer and the
woirker. To a certain extenf, I suppose that
statement 1= true,

Hon. W. ). Johnszon: That would
the dizabilities grant.

Hon, . G. LATHAM: T do not like to
express my fear  too publicly, hbut [ am
afraid that when we get this very large re-
venue from the people and on top of it show
a surplus of £88,000, we shall be encourag-
ing the Disabilities (ommission to say,
“Looking at vour expenditure and receipts
for last vear, you can do with o considerahle
amount less than we gave vou last year.”

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Thes conld do that
euly if they redueed all the other States pro-
portionately.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: When the hon.
member speaks of all the other States, T ve-
mind him that Senth Australia and Tas-
mania are the ouly other states getting any
henefit from the disabilities grant.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: That is so.

The Minister for Mines: The grant for
this year is based. not on last year's revenue,
bt on that of the vear hefore.

Fon, C. G. LATHAM: The revenue of
two vears ago.

The Minister for Mines: Yes.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: While there is a
lag of two years, probably the Government
will he in a happy position, but the Comn-
monwealth authorities will  certainly know
the figtires and that will infiuence them, It
is of no nse the Government taking credit
for having ended the financial year with a
surplus, becanse they had nothing at all to
do with it. Thes imposed the taxation and
submitted to the Chamber Inst yvear an esti-
mate of their expenditure for the year,
budgeting for a deficit of £256,000, In spite
of that, however

Hon. W. 1. Johuson: The Government de
not wet any evedit for that surplus.

Ton. €. (. LATITAM: No credit what-
cver for the surplus of today. Tn spite of
what the Government did. they received
this amount of monex. I shall show at what
cost that money wa= obtained. TLast vear
the  estimated  deficit  was  £236.000.

afleet
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While the Government budgeted for a cer-
tain revenue, they got over a million more
than they expected. Therefore, I fail to
‘see how thev contrihuted towards that in-
crease in revenue,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: By good adminis-
tration.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: That is very mee.
The Government got £200,000 more than
they expected from the Federal Government,
and they got about £140,000 move than they
expected from finaneial emergeney taxation.
The actuzl revenue was increased by over half
a million pounds. The receipts were actually
£627,000 more than estimated. No Govern-
wicent would be entitled to take credit for
revenne cominy in like that. The present
Government did nothing at all towards pro-
viding that additional revenne. The total
revenue for the year ended 30th June last
was £10,033,721, and that is the highest

amount the State has ever reeeived. The
expenditure  for the same year was
£9,945,343.

The Deputy Premier: Also the highest
ever known,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No. I propose to
show that the Government, unless they con-
trol expendituie, will get hack to that orgy
of spending which oecurred in the past, with
the result that the State had to make great
sacrifices in order to balanee the Budget.

The Minister for Justice: It is the revenue
per head that counts.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T shall deal with
that aspeet later. I have shown by how
muech the population has Inereased. As
revenue inereases, so, I regret to say, does
the expenditure increase. I fear we are get-
ting back to the old system of lavish expen-
diture. 1t is in that respeet the Government
van exereise control.  Their mission is to
watch expenditure and to see that not more
money is spent than is desirable, especially
on works and undertakings that are not
revenuc-produeing.  Additional expenditure
will not solve our economic diffienlties in the
slightest degree. Tf we are going to spend
money just simply hecanse it comes into
onr hands, espeeially throngh the avenues of
last vear, our position will deteriorate. Last
vear's expenditure was £1,000,000 more than
that of 1932-33, and that is a huge increase.
Our population has increased by only 13,000
souls during the intervening period. There-
fore those 15,000 souls are asked to earry a
linbility of £1,000,000 for one vear. The
exeess of avrivals over departures in this
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State last year was only 566. That rathev
refutes the statement of the Deputy Premier
that a larwe proportion of the people now
on our zoldticlds are arrivals from the ast-
ern States,

The Deputy
people come here by the
railway,

Hon. €. G. LATFLAM: They arc checked
aver that railway. The only dillieulty in
checking people entering or leaving West-
ertt Australin is by road. This is the first
yeur for five years that Western Australia
has had an excess of arrivals over depmr-
tures.  Sinee the year 1930 it had slways
heen an excess ol departnres over arrivals.
I dare say there are many strangers on the
goldfields: but it does not follow they are
from the Eastern States, although Western
Australia is a3 attractive as any other State
of the Commonwenlth. The facts do not
hear out the argument used by the Deputy
Premier the other evening. As the State he-
comes more prosperous and offers more cin-
plovment, we shall have increased popula-
tion. | know of nothing that attracts
pepulation mure than goldfields do. That
has always been so. Even in the northern-
most part of Ameries, the breaking out of
the Niondyke goldfields atiracted a large
population. In common with other mem-
bers, 1 am desirous of attracting population,
provided the State is in a position to absorh
that inerease of population and keep it em-
ploxed. Now I wish to refer to some fizures
showing 1he amount of interest paid by the
State today and that paid b it in 1932-33.
I am taking the latter year as one offering

Premier: A vreat many
Trans-Continental

a fuir hasis tor comparison.  The iotal
indebtedness in London  in 1932-33  was

£47,770,000, In 1935-36 that ligure had heen
reduced to £46,276,000, becanse of Toans fall-
ing due and being met. The amount of the
tall is £1,494,000. The interest paid on the

London indebtedness of £47,770,000 in
1932-33 was £1,932,000. Last vear the
corresponding  payment  wa-~  £1,731.000,

showing 2 derrease of £201,000. That de-
crease naturally assists the Treasurer. Tt
meins £201,000 less money to he found for
interest payvments in London last vear than
was the case in 1932-33. Now I come to the
question of exchange. Tor the vear 1932-33
Western Australia had to find for exchange
£556,982, ns against £439,127 for the finan-
cial year just closed, showing a decrease of
£117,855. The reduction of inierest and the
neduction of exchange are due to a poliey
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orizinated in what is known as the Premiery’
Man.  Reduetion of interest was to take
tace wherever possible, and the hondholders
in Great Britain were approached with that
ohject. A great deal of eonversion hag
tuken place thanks< to the efforts made by
the Commonwealth representative in London
sinee 1930, The total saving in interest and
exchange amounts to £318855. That is a
direct reduction in expenditure. [ want
lon, members to bear in mind that in 1932-
33 Western Australia was ealled upon to
find large sums of monev in execess of those
which had to he found last vear. Despite
that fact, expenditure has risen far hevond
what it was in 1932-33. 1 want to show the
relativity of the London indehtedness to the
Australinn indebtedness, beeause, after all,
there is an offset of savimr in London inter-
est which will have to be charged against
the additional money that has to be found
in Australia. The loan indebtedness in Aus-
tralia in 1932-33 was £35,745,000, wheveas
in 1933-36 it was £H,060,000, showing an
inervease of £8,324L000. Interest paid in
Australia for 1932-33 tofalled £1,307,000,
and the vorresponding pavment for 1935-36
was £1,498,000, or an inerease of €191,000.
Dedoeting the £191,000 inerease from the
saving of L38,000 [ have previously ve-
ferred to, it appeurs that we have made a
saving of £128,000 on our loan expenditure.
That is money actually saved, which ought
to he credited to the State for last vear.
The publie debt has inereased by £6,839,000
sinee 1932-34, and yet there is n total saving
of £128,000 in interest and exchange.

Mr, Marshall: There is no doubt we are
doing wonderfully well!

Hon. ¢, (& LATIHLAM: T mayx bhe able to
solicit the support of the hon. member to
stop this husiness of running deeper into
debt. One does not mind getting into deht
to a certain extent provided the money is
being spent where we are sure it will pro-
duee a little more than interest and sinking
fund, beeause then we are in a happy posi-
tion. Despite the fact which I have pointed
out, that we saved £128,000 in interest and
exchange, we spent in the last financial year
£749.000 more than in 1832-33. Tt i= there
1 vontend the CGovernment can control ex-
penditure. It iz more their good fortune
than their merit if the revenue rises ahove
the estimate. The inerease of €740,000 in
expenditure, however, is a large sun.  Tn
103233 Western Australia had fo find from
revehue very large amounts indeed to as<ist
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men emploved on relief work-. That ex-
penditare is now met prineipally from loan
funds. 11" we take into eonsideration the
inerease of £7HL0M), plus about  £100,000
additional, it appeavs that we are <pemiing
a million more this vear than was spent in
18:32-33.

Mre, Marshall: The ceonomy exeveised in
1932203 wax False. Woe have had to  find
wueh money to et State assets back 0 a
derent cowdition.  Take the railwaxs, for ox-
ample. What an awful state they were in!

Hon, ¢, (7, LATHAM: Fvyen allowing lor
that factor. | venture to say that the very
Jarge sum of money saved on relief works
wonlil have wore than wmade ap the addi-
tional expenditure incurred for “belated re-
pairs,”" which phrase has  hecome 8 very
Conmon term.

Alr. Marshall: The railway rolling-~tork
15 o posilive disgrace to all of us.

Hon, . (v. LATHAM: If the Govern-
ment will turn their attention to eontrollinge
this expenditure, it will tend largely to solve
the unemployment problem. We should
then he  abie to spend that amouni of
£749000  in assisting our industries or
granting reliet’ to part-time emplovees. That
would he doing sowething tanwible for the
benefit of the peuple.

Mr. Rodoredy interjected.

Ilen. C. G. LATHAM: That was when
the States gave back the salary cuts. T want
to correct the member for Roebourne, be-
canse the basie wage workers did not henefit
from that.

Mr. Rodoreda: I am not arsuing
point.

Hon, . (& LATHAM: I did not think
the hon. member would care to do so. Only
ihe men who were in receipt of 9s. above
the margin, the ¢ivil servants and other more
highly paid ollicers secured any benefit.

Mr. Rodoveda: On your mythical ficures.

Hon. ¢, G. LATHAM: The ficures were
by no means wythieal; they were inclnded
in the Budeet submitted to Parliament.

Mr. Marshall: Then, as a former Premier
once ~aid, the monex “must be in the pockets
of the people”

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: To indicate the
difference, 1 propnse to quote a few fizures
with rezard to revenue and they will show
how difficult was the position that faeed the
previous Government. For the finanvial
vear 1931-32, the total amount available to
the Government waz £0,416,000. Let mem-
hers compare that amount with the money

that
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that was available during the year that has
Just elosed, on revenue and loun accounts,
of £12,498,000. That gives an increase of
over £3,000,000, and although the Govern-
ment had that additional money to spend,
we find some of our industries in a parlous
condition to-day and a great nnmber of men
on part-fime work only. I contend that,
with the advaniage of this additional money,
the Government can and ought to do more
for industry and the workers. T hope the
Government will turn their attention to an
endeavonr to solve this problemn when Par-
linment rises. I do nol desire unfairly to
criticise Ministers. I want to give the Gov-
ermnent an opportuntty to tackle this prob-
lem and, as soon as the financin]l measures
have heen passed by Parliament, the Gov-
crnment should go into recess as quickly as
they can and ascertain if they eannot obtain
full employment for those who are on part-
fime work now. T want them to ascertain
whether it is not possible to puat the funds
al their disposal ta hetter use than has heen
done in the past. It eaunot be denied that
the ecomomiv measures adopted by (he Mit-
¢hell Government in 1831 have heen respons-
jble for the present satisfactory hudgetary
position. There e¢an be no deubt on that
point.

The Minisier for Mines: And that was
the reason why vyour Government went
£3.000,000 to the bad.

Tion. C. Gi. LATHAM: T cannot under-
stand the point of view of the Minister.
The reason our Government went hehind
to that extent was that we did not have the
revenuce.

The Minister for Mines: 1t was nothing
of the kind.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : Tt was because we
did not have the revenue and, for the first
fime in the history of Western Australin,
we were called npon to provide 30 per cent.
in exchange on all money we had fo pay
overseas.  Tn addition, we had to feed the
peaple at a cost in one vear of £600,000.
That is the reason why we went behind in
ounr finunees. That £600,000 is no longer
recarring  expenditure,  The  Alinister s
usually fair, and sometiines he dovs give
credit to Governments for what they  didt
in the past, even if it was six or three years
0go.

The Minister for Mines: Yes, when {fiov-
crmments do right, T wive themn eredit.

Tion, C. G. LATHAM: The Mimsior
knows that to-day he eannnt gpend inave
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money than he ean place his hands upon,
and the faet is that he spends every penny
he ean get hold of.

T'he Minister for Aines: So did yon, and
vou left yourself £1,000,000 in debt.

Ilon. C. G. LATHARM : But last year the
present Government had  £3,000,000 nddi-
tional revenne, or £1,500,000 more than the
largest deficit we experienced.

The Mimster for Mines: That is so.

Flon. C. . LATHAM: Will the Minister
for Mines tell us what the men emploved
by the State were engaged on when he left
office? They have finished the hig job at
Forestania whieh stands fto-day as a stok-
ing monument tfo the work of the Tambour
Government in 1929-30. The men on that
nndertaking had finished, and certainly no
men were employed there when we took
office.  On the other hand, we expericnced
reduced  income due to the fael that
the priee for agricultural products had
fallen  rapitdly, and we had to faee an
avalanche of additional eost in respect
of overseas loan funds. From the year that
we recorded the large deficit that the Min-
1ster for Mines is so anxious to boast about,
there has been n gradual improvement in the
finnnces of the State, and 1 contend that
during the three vears the Mitehell Govern-
nient were in oftice, they laid the foundation
for that improvement. Despite the faet that
additional money has been available and that
remissions of finaneial emergeney taxation
vuts have beeit made, the State is still reaping
the henefit of owr three vears in oflice. The
position during the last five vears has he-
come istinetly casier for the Labour Gov-
cenment.  The vevenue last vear exceeded
the estimate by £627,000. The Govermment
liad nothing to do with that. They hudgeted
Eor cortain revenue, il rovenue was reeeived
in excess of their estimate to the extent of
L£627.000  The additional  Commonwealih
crant  and  increased taxation receipts ac-
counted For £455.000, while revenue from
public utihities inereased by £155.000.

Hen, W. 1. Johnson: What wil] he the
Disabilities Grant now?

Hon, C. G LATHAM: Tast vear it was
£800.,0M).

Hou, W. 1. Jolmson : The newspapers re-
port that it will he £300,000 this yvear.

Hen. C. G LATHAM: | suppose that
was why the Acting Treasurer was ealled
awayv from the Treasiurey heneh just now.

The Minitster lor Mines: That informa-
tion was abroad just after luneh.
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1lon. C. G. LATHAM: I did not know of
it. 1 have been =o husy that T was not able
to read the newspapers, 1 am very dis-
appointed if that s the position.

Hon, W. . Johnson: Of course, that is
merely the recommendation of the Grants
Commi=sion.

lon. C. G. LATHAM: Then I hope their
recommendation will not bhe aceepted. Tt
ever there was g time when the Government
required additional moeney, always taking it
for eranted that it will be spent wisely, it
is to~day. Our agriculturists, in particular,
would be far better off if they could receive
adequate assistance, and they would provide
a solid foundation. for recovery if the addi-
tional £300,000, if it were made availahle,
were spent in that direction. In addition to
our agriculturists, the pastoralists are in
need ol assistance, and the people in the
South-West are in difliculties fop.

The Minister for Mines: We are telling
theni {hose faets all right.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: In addition to the
points 1 have mentioned, the Government
have many men on part-time employmnent
onlv. When the member for Guilidford-
Midland (Hon. W. 1. Johnson) informed
me of the reecommendation of the Federal
Grants Commission, T was referring to the
additional taxation that the Grovernment had
received. Last vear the collections from the
finanvial emergency tax tolalled £827,000,
while the estimate was only  £683,000.
At any rate, £142000 more was rveceived
under that heading than was anticipated. It
is expected that the tax will yield £840,000
this year but, of course, that amount will be
exeeeded and upwards of £1,000,000 will be
received because every man in reeeipt of the
basic wage will have to pay the tax until the
end of the vear. The Government will have
that additional revenue,

The Minister for Mines: If we do, it will
he a sign that more money is being civeu-
lated in wages.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: That 1s not sn.
The explanation is that everyone on the
hasie wage to-day will be taxed.

The Minister for Mines: But they are now.

Hon. (. G. LATHAM: They were not
faxed prior to the latest rise in the basie
wage. Now they are taxed and will continue
to he taxed until the end of the year, nnless
some alteration is made in the next guarter.
In order to rontirm what I have said. I =hall
draw the aitention of members to the collee-

tions for July and  August lasi, which
amounted to £132,000 as compared with
L127,060 lor the corresponding period of the
previous financialb year. On those figures,
we should certainly derive £1,000,000 from
the  financial  cmergeney tax during the
present vear, Frobably those on the ba-ie
wiaye will have to pay the tax for a
longer perivd than to the end of the vear.
While the Government ean send a eadle-
gram to London telling the people there
that  evervthing is  all right in West-
ern Australia and boasting abour the ini-
proved conditions on the goldfields, members
must not lose sight of the fact that the
ceonomic position of the State as a whole
is not sound, beeause the financinl position
ol these engaged in the agrienlivral, pas-
toral and dairying industries is not satis-
factory. Those are the three big industries
in Western Australia to-day and so long
as those conditions remain, so long must
the econuiiic position of the State be ve-
eiarded ng unscund.

The Minister for Mines:
question about that.

Hon, ¢ . LATHAM: The Government
must aseertain what it is possible to do to
asgist thore industries out of their difficul-
ties. I have heard the Minister for Mines
boast from time to time about what the
mining industry has done for Western Aus-
tralin, and he was quite right. As the min-
ing industry has been of assistance tn the
State, so will these other big industrics, if
we put them in the position in which they
should be.

The Minister for Mines: But those in-
dustries will never help the State to emerge
trom the difliculties of the economie situa-
tion if their produetion is at a loss.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM: I agree, but to-
day prices are fur better. Despite the fears
of many hecause of the Japanese decizion
not to buy, wonl prices in Anstralia have
remained fairly high, and wheat is bringing
about 4s. a bushel. We should encourace
the wheatgrowers to take advantage of the
present upward trend, and I propose to
submit a seheme to the Government, before
I concinde my remarks, showing how rhey
can assist the industry.

The Minister for
scheme eost money?

ITon. O, G, LATHAM: Yes.

There iz nu

Justice: Will the
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‘The Minister lor Justice: A little while
ago you were compluining about expendi-
ture.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: One might just as
wel] sil down as talk to sowe wmembers of
this House! [ have already pointed out
that there have been reductious in intevest
and exehange rates, and the savings made
in that direction have not been spent in
ussisting the primary industries. The money
has been frittered way.

The Minister for Justice: What uabout
pivments of interest to the Agrieultural
Bank?

Hon, C. G. TATHAM : That does not re-
prezent n great deal in comparison with
other years. It is useless for the Minis-
ter to objeet mercly because a scheme will
cost money. We have already spent money
and used it in various direetions. My ob-
jeet is to secure expenditure in directions
that wilt bring about a solid economie posi-
tion.

The Minister for Aines: Tell us what
woney we have spent that we should not
have spent.

Ale. Sewurd: Some on unemployment ye-
liel.

The CHAIRMAN: Orvder! The Leader of
the Opposition will address the Chair.

Hon. C. G LATHAM: T contend that the
latest remnission of salary euts should not
have taken place.

The Minister for Mines: What did that
anount to?

Hon., ¢, (. LATHAM : I understand that
it amonnted to £110,000. Those rewissions
were to the higher paid officers. I did
not desire to refer to that matter again,
beraunse it has heen discussed frequently.
Moreover it can Lhave uo elfect on the pre-
sent proposal, as the money hns alrcady
gone. TIf the JMinister desives, T will
dizseel  the  expenditure, and then
we ean  deal with it when consid-
ering  the departmental TFstimates. 1
will go cavefully threeugh them and ascer-
tain where we ean save money, T know other
directions in which we ean save money if
anly we would. Up to date all that we have
done has been to provide a palliative for
those induztries.  There has been no poliey
from the Government vespecting the bnild-
ing up of those indusiries,

The Minister {or Mines: Who built the
agricultural water supplies?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: When, last vear?

The Minister tor Mines: Any year.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: What is the use of
the Minister asking that question? To what
extent would that assist the Farmer to get
out of hig diffienit position todav? I will
wive the Ministry eredit For having spent a
good deal of loan funds in the agrieultural
arvens. Therve have been railwars and roads
built and water supplies provided, Imt the
Crovernment wuere only putting back into
those areas the money that had heen taken
out of them.

The Minister for Mines: [t is remarkable
that you did uot do some of those things.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister does
not realise how little money there was avail-
able fo the previous Government during the
three years we were in oflice.

The Minister for Mines: What about the
six veurs during whieh the roalition Gov-
crmment were there previously?

Hon. C. @ LATHAM: TIf the Minister
would just go over those few vears and
would earefully note the inercase in wheat
production and wool produetion from 1919
onwirds, he would renlise what the Govern-
ment of the day were doing  Then of course
he would say that the Government went too
quickly, hecause to-day the position of our
industry is so indifferent that we are being
blamed for having gone ton fast.  Bat from
1919 to 1930 a great deal of revenne eame in
from governmental expediture on agrienl-
tural areas,

Tle Minister for Mines:
that at all.

Houn. C. G, LATITAM: T eonld say to the
Minister, why did not Le put up hattevies
all over the mining arveas? T know he did
nat do it because he did not have the neees-
sary woney.  So it is childish to make re-
marks like that, vinee we cannot do what we
have not the maney For. T we want to get
hack (o o ounder financial position in this
State. we have to do something solid for our
agriculturists, our pastoralists and our dairv-
men, When we éan bring them back to a
sounder position the State also will be in a
sounder position.  Now [ wish {0 quele a
few figures in regard to wheat preduction,
For the five-vear period ended in 1930, the
wheat  praduction for  the  State  was
160,000,000 bushel:, valned at  £42,000,000,
That is what the Government were doing in
those duys, huilding up that industey. Tt
is going to he a long time hefore the gold-

T do not mind
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mining industry will return to the people of
the State so large an amount of money.

The Minister for Mines: The goldmining
industry has returned  ennsiderably more
than that.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM : Over the whole of
its history, yes, but T am quoting only 2
five-year  period, during which there
was no comparison between the value of the
gold production and that of wheat produc-
tion. Now the total production of wheat
doring the period 1931 to 1936 was
201,060,000 bushels, but I regret to say that
instead of that production having anything
like the value of £42,000,000, its value was
only £31,000,000, So the produection for
the five years 1831-36 was 41,000,000 bushels
above the vield for the five-yearly period
1925 to 1930, but the value was £11,000,000
below that of 1925-30.  That is the answer
to all this eriticism. The income fell by
£11,000,000, or more than  £2,000,000 per
annmum. I that  £2,000,000  per  annum
had  come  into  the pockets of  the
farmers, the £700.000 that was lost last vear
beewnze the Treasurer instead of the farmer,
had to pay the interest, would have heen
casily provided.

The Minister Fur Mines: Why blame any
Government for a specially low price?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T am not blaming
the Govermment,  All I am asking them to
do now that wheat is getfing baci to the 4s.
mark, is to turn attention to re-establishing
the farmers =o that they can de so much
nmotre for this State than s possible for them
to do to-day.

The Minister for Mines: Well, why attack

us!

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: If this side of the
House i+ to be Dlamed for attacking the
Ciovernment, the Government have very httle
to complain about.  Thex have not heen
attacked by us. We have been known as a
mild Oppwsition, and we are eriticised by the
public outside Tor not harassing the Govern-
ment.  Bot in our view it is not the time
for harassing the Government. What we
otuzht to do and are prepared to do is td
assist the Government in re-esiablishing our
industry whteh, as my ficures showed just
now, is in dire need of being re-established.
Let me quote these fizures onee more.
Although the production of wheat for the
1431-3G  period  showed an  incrcase of
41,u00,000 bushels above the yield for the
previous five vears, the value was £11,000,000

341
below that ter the period 1925-30.  Thoge
fizures tell the inle.

The Minisier for Works interjected.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: The Minister
knows as well az T do that during the three
years we were in office we could not put any
settler on the land, beeanse we had not the
money. 1f there is any blame in that re-
enrd, it does not lie with us.

The Minister for Works: I was not point-
g at any Government in partieular,

Hon. . G, LATHAM : During those other
three vears when vour Government were in
ofice aml we had the 3,500 Carms scheme
and all {hat—buf I have no desire o bring
that wp; it has all been thrashed out be-
fore.

The Minister for Works: 1 am not hlam-
ing siny Government in particular.

1Ton. €. G, TATHANM: The Minister will
interject to deaw my attention lo those facts
when T odo not wish te diseuss them. The
production of wheat during the last five
vears was 201,000,004 bushels. If that eould
all have heen sold at the price at which
wheat is to-day, it wonld have meant a rev-
ente of £30,200,000, or £9,800,000 above the
actual price that wheat brought. So I be-
lieve the time has arrived when every party
in the House should get together with a view
to putting back the wheatgrowers into the
position  they were in previously. That
money alone wouold have found emplovment
for the whole of our unemployed.

AMr. Fox: The Farmers were able ta sell
all that they produced.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: Yes. We have
heen fortunate in this State, for we do not
have earrv-overs.

Mz Fox: Yet they have them in other
parts of the world.

Hon, C. G. LATHADM: Yo, if they have
not the neeessary management or the desired
quality of wheut, earrv-overs are inevit-
able.

Hon, W, D. Johnson interjected.

Hon, ¢, G. LATHAM : The hon, member,
heine himzelf a large grower, knows the
quality of the wheat that is produced in this
State. There is a demand for Australinn
wheat in the marketz of the world. We
produce a white wheat, whereas other wheat-
growing countries produce a red whent., A
wherat man from London who was here 2
little while ago told me that it does not mat.
ter so much, but we should keep our quality
a< hizh as we ean, and that so long as we
e praduee white wheat we will alwavs
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enjoy a demand for it. He said that red
wheats predominate to-day, and that while
white wheals are produced to mix with if,
it is quite all right.

The Minister for Works: Bub you want
more than colour.

Hon. (. G. LATHARM: Yes, T ndmit we
want a good nuality.

Mr. Fox interjected.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The hon, member
had Detter not interject about something he
knows nothing of. If he saw the wheat ex-
ported from here, and then went to Londen
and watched the wheat that is taken inte the
mills there, he would be horrified. Our
wheat is eleaned mevely by brushes, bhut in
England most other wheats are washed in
water.

Mr. Fox: I have seenr more of our wheat
probably than you have.

IIon. C. G. LATHAM: There is never
any complaint from overseas abont our
wheat. Tndeed, the only complaint about it
comes from the Fremantle workers, Whether
ur not they in England arve dissatisfled with
our wheat, we have had as high as 3d. per
quarter premium for it in London.

Mr. Withers: And if we sent it in better
eondition we might get a higher premium
still.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That might be
s0. But even if we were to grade our
wheat

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We cannnot grade
our wheat, beeause it is all of ome grade
to hegin with.

Tlon. (. (. LATEHAM: I quoted those
Hgures in order to show what wonld be the
actwal benefit to the State if we could get
the wheat producer again producing as he
was in 1931 It would provide extrn revenue
for the Government, extra employment for
our railwaymen, and mueh more employ-
ment For vitizens geueratly, especinlly those
citizens represented hy the members for
Fremantle and South Fromanile, for it
would mean a great deal more employment
at the ports. When the Qovernment talk
of their desire Lo improve the standard of
living, it surely does not mean the standard
of living of trade unionists alone. The
Government shonld investigate the standad
of those who today are farming under most
diffieult condtions. Weighed down by debf,
they are endeavouring to ecarry on with
worn-out plant and machinery, and with
horses as old as Methuselah, No farmer
ean do good work with old horses. I sug-

[ASSEMBLY.]

goest it would be wise if the Govenunent were
to spend £500,000 a year for the next three
vears in order to re-cstablish the industry,
and zo remove a lot of our diffienlties. The
Deputy Premier in introducing the Budget
directed attention to rvetim No. 16. That
return shows, under the heading of “Iar-
tinlly reproductive,” that on the Agricultural
Bank advances last wvear a  defieit was
charged to the Treasurer of £226,936. The
deficit in conueefion with soldiers’ land set-
tlement was £161,341. in the ense of the
Industries Assistance Board £81,870, and on
account of group settlement £246,621, These
are amounts that the Treusurer had to find
to make good the deficiencies on interest
payments by the persons engaged in those
industries, Lf we gave those people n chance,
and put them in a positien to earn a living,
instead of being only pnrtially reproductive
we would find that they wonid become fully
reproductive in a very short time. There is
ne industry which can respond as the agri-
cultural industry ean to good treatment and
encouraging prices.

Mr. Withers: Do you think that half a
million pounds would do that?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I believe so.

The Minister for Mines: And good seasons,
tao.

Flon. C. G. LATITAM: YWe must remem-
ber that our agricultural areas extend over
n grend distance, from Geraldion to Esper-
inee, and cover s very wide arean. Yven
last year when we had drought eonditions
to econtend with there were parts of the State
which produced absolutely wonderful ¢rops.
The ostimate last yvear was cxeeeded by
3,000,000 hushels.

The Minister for Mines: This  yeor is
worge than last year, if we incInde the pas-
loral areas,

Ton. C. . LATHAM: § presume the
Government will require to do something to
enteourage pastoralists to camy on.

The Minister for Agrienlture: I should
like to think that the statistician’s forecast
will turn nut to be correct.

Ilon. C. G. LATHAM: I think
28,000,000 bushels is foo high.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Muech depends on
the rains that fall in the next couple of
weeks.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: It i~ wonderful
what a drought-resisting plant wheat is, and
haw it will respond to a fall of
rain. I thought last year we wonld
not get any crops down our woy, but one

that
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man produced eight bags, or 24 bushels,
to the acre throughout his crop. Some
one must determine the poliey in respect o
agrieculfure. It seems to me the control
is divided between the Agrieultural Bank
Commissivners and the Governimment. 1 be-
lieve, if I correctly interpret the policy of
the Buuk, it is to cxtract the last shilling
Trown the farmer or other person engaged in
primary industry, with the result that
people are being driven off their holdings.
That is of ne use to anyone, and cannot be
of any assistance to those engaged in the
industries concerned. Whilst it wmay be
the function ¢f the Commissioners to col-
leet all they can, there must he close co-
operation between their poliex and  the
policy of the Government. The Common-
wealth Govermment have attempted to
assist wheatgrowers in this Stare. T should
like to puint out what the fizures arve. Dur-
ing 1934-35, they paid to owr wheatgrowers
£860,000 in eash, and for last vear, 1933-
36, the amount was £636,000, which is
shown on Return No. 6. T cannof quite
understand that refurn. It sets out grants
for voads, azsistance to industries and un-
empleyment for the year 1935-36, and shows
certain amounts paid to trust funds. Under
the heading of *‘.Assistance to industries,
wheatgrowers”™ relief™” T see the sum of
£0158,875; Tor froitgrowers’ reliel £130, for
drought reliet £167,830, and for rural reliel
£50,000, o total of £636.853. The last-named
s is in connection with the adjustment
of debts. The sum of £3418,875 for wheat-
growers  relief cannot he correet. The
amount paid by the Commonwealth was
only £393.000, aml then there is the sum
of £167,850 for drought relief. This sum
must inclule pavment for some other pur-
poses. | would point out that the Com-
monwealth Covernment made available to
thiz State la=t vear €1,373,669. That must
have relieved the State finanees. When I
was speaking on the Address-in-reply and
indicated that last yvear the (Government
had had £40,000 for mining, the Minister
for Mine: interjected. ‘‘Nothing of the
sort.”’

The Minister for Mines: You did not zay
it was for mining,

Hon, C. ;. LATHAM: T said the Gov-
ernment had received £40,000 for mining.
The return, however, shows that the Min-
ister actually reccived £4H1,500 for metnl-
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liferous mining. I understand that was for
assistance to prospectors.

The Minister for Mines: That was not
the fimire yon were quoting.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T quoted that tig-
ure. I have the figures here. Last year
the Government received £40,000 for mtn-
ing, and the year before they received
£15,000. Heturn No. 6, however, shows an
ameount of £41,500.

The Minister for Mines: Those are not
the figures you quoted [rom the retuvn.
They had nothing to do with the matter.

Hon. C. (1 LATHAM: T made a mistake
by quoting £40,000, when I should have
quoted £41,500. In addition to all the rev-
enug the Government got, they receivel
£1,373,66%,  The Government ecertainly got
the benefit of some of that money, and the
rest of it was distrtbuted in the State, but
also meant relief to the Governmeni. 1T am
now going to suggest how the Government
van assist the farmers, and I hope thex
will give some consideration to the sugges-
tien. They ought to tell the bulk handling
company that it ean build bulk handling
facilities at any milway siding it wishes
to. That would not cost the Government
oite penny.  Let the company go wherever
it likes.

The Deputy Premier: We are noi stop-
ping it.

Hon, €. G, LATHAM: The other day the
Deputy Premier announced in the Press
that he had given authority for certain
sidings.

The Deputy Premier: For all the eomn-
pany aslked for.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: Why not throw
them all open?

The Deputy Premier: That is not waniad
by the company. Every bulk handling faci-
lity the company wanted has been granted.

Hon. C. . LATHAM: Will the Deputy
Premicr give the company every siding that
is asked for?

The Deputy Premier: Yes, Lot it put up
the facilities it wants.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I am glad to have
that adwission from the Deputy IPremior.
There are one or two sidings that 1 am
anxions should be given the necessary bulk
handling facilities. T have Dbeen told 1o
approach the Minister.

The Minister for Mines:
proach the right people.

You shonld as-
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Hon. C. (. LATHAM: That admission
has helped e greatly.

The CHAIRMAN: Now that the hon.
gentleman has got that far, perbaps he
will address the Chair,

Hon. €. ¢. LATHAM: 1 cannot always
look at you, Mr. Chairman. The attraction
for me is probably a little further along
the Chamber.

The CHAIRMAN: The Leader of the
Opposition is speaking across the Hoor of
the Chamber instead of addressing the
Chair,

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I like to speak
in that way beeanse my voice echoes back,
and 1 can hear what 1 am sayving. One way
to assist the farmer is to let him have bulk
handling facilities wherever he wants them.
The next method is  to  provide terminal
elevators at ports. 1 know the Government
are anxious to provide work in such a way
that most of the money volved will be ex-
pended in Jabour. That is one way in which
to du it.  Cement is manufactured locally,
indeed all the material, oxeept such rein-
rorcements as are reguired  for terminal
clevators, is available in this State. Very
little ouiside material would require to he
purchased, and the rest of the money would
go on labour. If the furmers are assisted
in that direetion, it will mean that they will
wet their wheat shipped at a cheaper rate
than that at which they can get it shipped
today. Another method is the abolition of
the extra freight eharge of 9d. per ton on
bulk wheat. Now that we have a new Minis-
ter for Railways, we may be able to get on
the soft side of him. T have watehed the
hon. gentleman cver since he came into
the House. T have alwavs had a great deal
of time for his policy, and for the manner
in which he has dirccted himself in fhis
Chamber to the matter hefore the Chair. I
take this opportunity of congratulating him
upon his elevation to Cabinet rank. This
was long overdne. He was entitled to eleva-
tion to the Ministry long bhefore some other
members were so entitled. I am speaking
genuinely when T say T am very pleased to
sea him where le is. I hope that with the
practical knowledge he has, and his sympa-
thetic outlook, we shall be able to get some
consideration from him. He must realise
that the Commissioner of Rallways is not
justified in making that freight charge of 0d,

The Minister for Employment: Can von
not offer me some eongratulations ?

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : | have vet to cro=ss
swords over one or two things with the hon.
gentleman. T still have one or twe things
to get back from him if, in doing so, I am
able to conform to the rules of the House,

The CHAIRMAN: So long as the hon.
gentleman is not threatening rhe Minister.

Hon, €. G. LATHAM: I now have to
ask the Treasurer to assist the Vermin Board
in eradicating pests. T am addressing these
remarks to the Minister for Agriculture. For
a long time the fund for the payment of the
bonuses necessary to ensure the destruction
of vermin, as provided for nnder the Act,
has been insofficient. I snggest that the
Government take one-sixth of the land tax
rollected and pass it on to the Vermin Board.
That should provide suffieient money to en-
able those people concerned more readily
to control dingoes, foxes and eagles. In the
past, farmers and pastoralists have found
praetically all the money, and mosi of it has
been expended in the eradication of vermin
on Crown lands.  All Crown lands are breed-
ing places for vennin, and foxes and dingoes
also come from the Northern Territory and
South Australia. These animals are migra-
tory, in consequence of which trait there is
always a wreat numnber  coming  into  the
State. Al we ask of the ordinary land-
owner, who is not taxed for the eradication
of vermin as others are, is that a eontribu-
tion shall he made by him to the vermin
fund. This is & national matter w0 far as
Crown lands are ¢oncerned. T believe I shall
zet the support of members representing the
North-West. They have a greater diffientty
to contend with in the dingo than have we
who are further sonth. T hope the Minister
for Agrieniture will, out of the additional
revenue he will receive this vear, be able to
provide soine remedy for the salinity of our
agricultural soils. 1o many paris of the
world aftempts are being made to zrow
orasses of various kinds on that type of soil.
Whilst we have sown a little Winmmera
rve here and there and have found that it
is doing well, T am not satisfied that we are
doing all we can to overcome the diffienity.
In some parts of the agricultural areas salt
is hecoming a big problem, and if we can
reclaim that land we ought to do so. Yo
individual farmer ean overcome the diffi-
culty.

Ar. Rodoreda: The individual farmer is
largely responsible for the salinity.
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The Minister for Mines: The clearing of
trees from banks of creeks has had a lot
to do with the soil furning alkaline.

Hon, C. G, LATHAM: The Minister is
prohably referring to the Avon Valley. In
the agreultural aveas Iand which for many
vears has been producing well, for some
reason that is wnknown has become saline.
I hope some attention will he ziven to that
matter.

The Minister for
remedy for it?

Hen, C. G, LATITAM : In Califarnia the
aulhorities carried out irrigration experiments
for several yvears, and then treated the land
with gvpsam. 1 spoke to a man at Yarding
who has a gy psum deposit on his property,
and suggrested that he should try out that
treatment, particulavly as he has drainage
an his holding. T have not been in touch
with him for a yvear or two.

The Minister for Lands interjecled,

Hon. (. G, LATHAM: Yes, the presence
of black alkali in California has heen nsnal,
but they use gyvpsum in the treatment.

The Minister for Lands: We have not the
necessary drainage here.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I belicve this is
one of the matters that the Council of Secien-
tific and Industrial Research should devote
some attention to.

Hon. P, D. Ferguson: What is required
is a fodder that will grow on salt country.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course. salt-
bush will grow on that type of land, but
that will cost money, and eertainly it will
not be reproductive to the extent that ordin-
ary pastures prove, In conclusion, I think
T have shown how expenditnre has grown.

The Minister for Justice: But it has not
grown so much per head.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Minister will
realise that I have not referred te the
national deht.

The Minister for Justice: In 1930-31 the
State expenditure was £23.4 per head, and
last vear it was £22.4.

Ton. C. G. LATHAM: But the Minister
must realise there hag been a reduetion in
interest rates 1o the extent of 2215 per eent.
since then. TWhen he realises that, he will
see that those figures are not quite satis-
factory. The returns submitted to us in con-
nection with the Budget are more worthy
of caveful attention by all memberz. Ex-
penditure is growing, and must he watched.
To last vear's expenditure of £9,945,343, we
mnst add £735.814, made available by the

Justice: Ts there =a
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Commowealth for works—that includes the
roadd crant, assistance to mining and other
asalstanev—and £272,830 for hospital ex-
penditure. Those make a total of true ex-
penditure for last vear of £10,953,937, bt
that is not shown in the Budget at all. The
State hns had the benefit of this additional
amount, and in earlier times the hospital
expenditure came out of revenue and was
shown in the Estimates. To-day it is not
disclosed, excvept in the returns.

The Minister for Health: Theve are vari-
ons headings shown, including medical ex-
Ppense.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Yes, there is an
item of £33,000 or so. 1 will have an oppor-
tunity to discuss these points with the Min-
ister for Health when his Estimates are be-
fore the Committee. T shall then show himn
how the Treasurer has been bleeding him
of his wmoney. In 1931 we ealled upon the
people to make a sacrifice to cnable the
Htate to emerge from the depression with-
out creating a erisis. We came safelv
through that period, and now we must gnard
against extravagant expenditure. I ask the
Committee if they consider we are justified
in asking the people again to make a sac-
rifice. Now the position is a bit more satis-
factory, 1 admit it is diffiecult to keep ex-
penditure down. The public are always
clamouring for expenditnre, but they are the
first to ery out when we bave to impose ad-
ditional taxation.  Nevertheless, Ministers
wust nat only stand np agsinst the public
hut against their own officials in order that
thevy may keep expenditure down. Without
any desire to criticise the Government, 1 em-
phasise that we must be careful with the
expenditure, particularly to-day. If we are
not careful, we shall get back to the unfor-
tunate position we were in when ne one
would frust us or provide us with additional
loan funds. 1In those days our expendilure
exceeded our revenue, and now I appeal to
the Coiumittee to be very careful lest we re-
turn to the conditions that obtained in 1930
and enwards to 1932, Ministers will agree
that I do not submit many requests for the
expenditure of public funds. There are
many works requiring attention that can be
justifiedd.  For instance, there is the Fre-
mantle Dbridge, expenditure upon whieh
would he quife justified. On the other hand,
[ elaim that the £84,000 the Government
anticipate spending on trolley buses for the
Claremant route is not justifiable expendi-
ture. | do oot ask for the remaval of the
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tram service, which ean be left there to con-
itnue rendering a usefnl purpose. If ihe
Government have so much money to spend,
they are not justified in spending £84,000
on trolley buses for Claremont while there
arc men out of employment. The Govern-
ment’s first eonsideration should be to spend
money only where it is justified. I the tram
service is adequate for the next ten years
withont putting anyone to inconvenience, it
should be left alone. The Government should
nat pay attention to what the memher for
Canning (Mr. Cross) and these who sup-
port his ideas say regnreding transport mat-
ters. The test is whether the expenditure of
public funds in that direstion is justified.
Recenily we removed the rails and set them
to one side of the road. I urge the Govern-
ment to let matters stand as they are, and
T trust we shall not hear any more ahont
this contemplated action.

The Minister for Railways: T do not think
any single-track tramway can he regarded
as salbisfactory,

Progress reported.

BILi.—WOOL (DRAFT ALLOWANCE
PROHIBITION).

Seeond Reading.

Dehate resumed From the Sth September.

HON: P. D. PERGUSON (Trwin-Moore)
[3.53]: The Bill provides for the abolition
of what is known as the draft allowance on
waol. To we it is ineonceivable that there
can he any objection to the passage of
the measure through Parliament, The Bill
represents an attempt to correet an injustice
that has been perpetrated on  the wool-
arowers of Western Anstealia rvight down
the ages. T would he safe in saying that
every conferenee held by producers’ organ-
igntions In every Siate of Austrabia has
earried o resolution wrging the abolition of
an iniquitons impest on this particular com-
wodity.  The draft allowance on wonl has
always heen rvegarded as morp or less of an
imposition, and if in days gone by there was
no justifieation for it, there ecan he none
tn-day. Tn 1932 the Commonwealth Govern-
ment appointed p commission of inquiry to
investigate the conditions obtaining in the
wool industry at a (ime when the growers
were feeling the effects of depressed prices.
That commission made vervy exhaustive in-
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vestigations info various phases of 1the wool
industry and recommended, amongst other
things, the aboliben of the draft allowanece
on wool.  Quite recently the Agricultural
Couneil, whieh | understand  vonsists of
Ministers of Agricolture from the various
States and the permanent heads of  the
varions Agricultnral Departinents, made a
recammendation  that uniform  legislation
throughout Anstralia should be introduced,
with a view to its abolition. Every State, I
widerstand,  is  taking simultaneons action
with a view to having that decision pnt into
efteet, 1 understond also that other parts
af the Fmpire—New Zealaed and South
Afrien particularly—are prepared ta follow
snit, onee  legislation hecones an  accoin-
phished fact in Australia. Once this move-
ment  beeame  Empive-wide, other  wonl-
producing conntries T believe would see the
wisdom of it and pass similar lemslative
enactments.  Diring recent years the agita-
tion on the part of woolgrowers throughout
Australia lar the abolition of this unjust
charge has heen resisted by the wool huyers
who come to Australin for the purpose of
purchasing our wool,  Sa far ns 1 can sce,
there does not appear any justification for
the attitude that the buyers have taken up
it fighting lfor the retention of the practice.
Woul, as js generally known, has always
heen valued by buvers on what is known as
its clean-scoured basis, and it is absurd io
ask for 1 ib. in every ewt. tn he dedueted
from that wool in addition to the dirt and
ather Foreign watter which is always de-
ducted hetore the huver fixes hiz margival
value. That amount iz elaimed by buvers
as a right, no matter whether the particular
parecls of wool they are huving happen to
he elean or dictyv. As a matter of {act, if a
hale were filled half with wool and half with
sand, the buyers would still elaim the 1 I,
per ewt. draft allowanee. It is a prae-
tice of hygone days but there-can be no
Justifieation tor it in these enlightenegd times,
The Minister for Agrienlture nentioned in
introducing the Bill, that the practice arose
when there were defeetive weighing machines
in use, hut that eonld hardly he held to he
suflicient justifieation bhecause anv defective
weighing maehine would be just as likely to
operate against the interests of the wool
grower, or the man selling the waol, as
against the interests of the wonl hayer. It
was a ease with the wool huvers of “heads
I win and tails vou lose” every tite. Any-
way, if there wus any justification for this
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allianre in days gone by, there can be none
now when we have the most nceurate weizh-
ing applianees known to human seience. |
should like to give the House one or two
fignres showing the cost to the growers of
Weatern  Austraiia and  Australia of this
iminuitous  practice of dedueting a  drafi
allowaner on wool.

Mr. Marshall: T thought the banks were
wonderfully wenerons to the growers,

Hon. P. D, FERGUSOXN: I never men-
tioned banks,

Mr. Marshall: Well, who are the nwents
for the hanks—Dulgety and Co.? Oh, uo!

Mre. SPEAKER: Orvder!

Hon. I’ D. FERGUSOX: A perusal of
the “Commonwealth Year Book” for 1933
will show that the average wool produetion
in Western Australia for the last five or six
years was 80,000,000 1bs, and it average
value was jn the vieinity of 10d, o Ib. This
menns that the draft allowuance of 1lb, for
every 1121b. has cost our produgers in West-
erit Australia no less than £30,000 per an-
num.  That £30,000 per annmum would just
about be sufficient to eover all the handling
and marketing eosts of our wool in this
Stute from the tine it leaves the furms until
the time it is  placed on board ship. We
have heen shigged to the tune of  £30,000
every Year in reecent years, ever since our
wool production reached the vicinity of
80,000,700 Ihs. per annum.  The same autho-
rity indicates that the production of wool in
Australia is 900,000,000 ths,, and its average
value is in  the vieinity of 10d. a 1h. The
cost of the draft allowanee on that amount i3
£370.000 per annum. There is no justifica-
tion for this; it hag branght no henefit to the
woalgrowers of Australin or to the people
as a whale, It has just been additional
profit to the people who have bought our
wool. The Bill provides that after a date to
be fixed by proclamation, any contract for
the sale of wool in Western Australia pro-
viding for the deduction of a draft allow-
ance shall be null and void. Wool growers
of the State do not take serionsly the fhreat
that the campulsory abolition of the draft
allowanee by legislation will operate to their
detriment. 1 believe, and the average wool
grower is prepared to belicve, that it eannot
operate in any way but to the advantage of
the wool growers, I have pleasure in sup-
porting the seeond reading of the Bill and
believe that itz passage through every
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Parliament in every wool-producing country
of the world is long overdue.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [6.2]: T would
like 1o support the veinarks of the member
for lrwin-Moore (Hon. P. D). Ferguson).
I presume the measure will be eflective
only within the Commonwealth and we will
bave no power to interfere in relation o
wool sold overseas.

The Mioister Lor Agrienlture: Sowh
Afriea and New Zealand will introduce

similar legislation.

Mr. THORXN: We would be doing a won-
derful thing it we conld persuade other
countries oversens to do the same. The eon-
tinuance of this practiee is unjustifinhle and
wunwarranted.

Mre. Marshall: How long has it heen
woiny on?

Mr. THORXN: Singe the days of Adwm.
The allowanee takes a tremendons amount
out of the woolgrowers’ cheque. While T
support this aetion, T would like to druw
the attention of the House to the position
of dried fruits. We send overseas 50,000
tons every vear.

The Minister for Agriculture: To what
clause are you referring?

Mr. THORN: I am coming ke the draft

allowance, We have 2 lbs. of dried Frait
deducted from every ewt,

Mr. Muarshall: That is for stones and
stalks.

Mr. THORN: Do not try to be funuy;
there are no stalks in dried fruit; our
methods to-day are wost efficient.

Mr. Marshall: Ts that deducted overscas
or here?

Mr. THORN: Overseas.

Mr. Marshall: How do they justify it?

My, THORN: It has always been the
custom in the Old Country to make the
deduction, There is a big combine in Lon-
don, the largest in the world, with a tre-
mendous capital. I do not think I shonld
be fav out if T set it down at £200,000,004.
This eombine controls most of the dried
froits that come on to the L.ondon market
and this allowanee has alwayvs heen de-
dueted. It is a tremendous loss to the
growers of the Commonwealth. T mention
that te link it up with the proposed Bill.
This draft allewanee is foo big o ecost to
the Siate.
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My, Marshall; You had better move io
have dried Craits included in the Bl

My, THORN: No, we have no control
over that. That draft allowiuce iz not
taken i Austrealia, so it does not apply.
But I wanted te show what the dried fenit
industry suffers in the way of draft al-
lowanee from the London market. Unless
the various countries can comhine to pro-
duce a measure of this deseription, effve-
tive as far as draft allowanee in wool is
coneerned, we are only going half way, But
it iy cortainly a step forward if the vari-
ous States of the Conunonwealth eombhine
and we ¢an eo-operate to preveot this draf
allowanee heing taken from the wool, There
is no justification for the draft allowanee,

Hon. . 1. Fergusen: There is certainiy
noet o pound of rubbish in the wool.

Mr. THORN: A man with any sense wust
know that theve is nothing like a pound
of vubbish in a ewt, of wool. I thought T
would mention the dried fruit position,
hecanse it is a tremendous nnposition on the
dried-fruit grower. When you work it out,
it is seen that it is nothing Imt legalised
robbery. We asked the hoard that vepre-
sents the Commonwealth in T.onden to
approach the combine in T.ondon to see
whether it wonld not he possible for them
to cease taking this pound of dried Fruits
out of every packet, but the combine proveid
ta be too strong, T have pleasure in sup-
porting the Bill.

MR. MARSHALL (dlurchison) [6.10]: 1
do not know mueh about the subjeet, but
it has heen very interesting to listen to the
confributions to this debate, and it hecomes
all the more interesting when T ohserve
members of the Opposition  supporting a
measure of this kind,  They do not helieve
in soeialisation, yet invariably we can find
ot the Opposition henehes advoentes of pri-
vate enterprise.  Never do these behind pri-
vate enterprise lack an advecate in  fthis
Chamnber, far the men behind private enter-
prise are supposed to he emhlems of honesty
and integrity and choek fnll of business
acumen. Bat Opposition members live to
learm, and they ave heginning to see the
light of day. So now we find them support-
ingr & measure to prohihit what they con-
sider (o be positively dishonest vet enacted
by private enterprise.  Who is the individunal
that had the sadarity te lodee thizs impoesi-
tion upon the wonlgrowers?
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AMr. Thorn: Tt might have been Adam, s0
far baek does it go.

Mr. MARSHALL: [ want to know who
arve the poeple whom this Bill will affect?
T suggest the mensure will never reach the
statute book, for there will be 100 much influ-
ence used in another place £or such a Bill
to get through. When we find directors of
Azsocinted Banks and Insurince companies
in the wmajority, there is very little doubt
in my mind as to what will be the fate of
a Bill of this character when it veaches the
Couneil.

Tlon . 12, Ferguson:
Anstralin is asking Ffor it:
huyers do pot want it.

Mr. MARSHALL: So every banker ap-
proves of it!

The Alinister for Mines: That makes you
a hit more suspicious.

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, T am heenming
more eurions ahont it.

My, Thew: And getting oportionately
tangled up.

My, MARSHALL: From the arguments
advanced by the Opposition in regard to the
honesty of private enterprise, I can hardly
coneeive that such o Bill as this would be
necessary,  Ts it not remarkable that private
individunls are so full of the desive to he just
to private enterprise in this eountry that it
should be nocessary for us to deal with a
measure of this kind? Tt seems to me that
Opposition members san accommadate them-
selves to almost any  circumstances, that
when it snits the oecasion private cnterprise
can be trusted to give sound adviee, but
inuedintely members opposite diseover it is
neeessary  for their own pelitieal welfare
they turn down private enterprise and look
for a statutory autherity under which to
exploit the people. T want fo know from
the Minister who are the people who have
been exploiting the woolgrowers.

Houn. P. D, Fergusen: The Minister
knows,

Mre, MARSHALL: Well, the Minister did
nat informm the Chamber. If there is a see-
tion of the enmmunity that have had the
temerity fo rob the producers to this extent,
they should he proelaimed in this Chamber.

Lvery banker in
only the wool-

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. MARSTALL: T desire to
port the messure whole-heartelly.  Little
fixh  are sweet, particularly  to  the
wool-growers  and  producers of  to-ildayv.

sp-
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Owing to their sad plight, due to conditions
over which they have no control, every little
economy which can be effected and which
will make their labours more profitahle will
he aceeptable.  The only sorprising feature
i~ that those members who knew that this
~vstem was in existenee for so many vears
shonld have hesitated to proteet the growers.

My, Doney: This is ahout the hundredth
attempt,

My, MARSHALL: 1 eannot boast of
posses<ing much knowledge of the intriente
problems associated with the handling of
wool. Had I known that the system was in
existence, I certainly would have moved for
its prohibition, and I am surprised that
representatives of the primary  producers
should have allowed this anomaly to con-
finue for so many years.

Hon. P, 1), Ferguson: They could not get
uniforin action throughout Australia, That
was the trouble.

My, MARSHALL: 1 do not helieve in
being o copyist. A Bill of this kind should
have heen introduced many vears ago.

Mr. Doney: It is a Commonwealth-wide
matter,

Mr. MARSHALIL: Our wool isx as valu-
able as our wheat. Our wool is of a quality
which can be procured nowhere else and
huyers have to come here for it They can-
not obtain wool of equal (uality anywhere
else in the world. I regret that the Cum-
monwealth have permitted the possibility of
simitar wool heing produced elsewhere by
allowing the export of stud stock to Eorcign
vountries.  That, however, is heside the
present issne.  [f there is any other form
of exploitation being indulezed in, T hope the
vepresentatives of the privmry producers will
not hesitate to take action for their protee-
T1om.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [7.33]: The
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall) ap-
prars to imagine that representatives of the
primary producers in this State have never
contended until, shall we say, quite reeently
that this iniquitous imposition upon the
woolgrowers should he removed. In order
that he may have some general knowleder
after this debate. if he has not had the
opportunity to acyuire it at any prior time,
let me inform him that over a period of
many vears there have heen agitation and
definite efforts in many direetions through-
out Australia to have this impo=ition re-
moved by legislation. But what was the use
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of removing it in Western Australia alone
it the whole of the other wool market< of
the Commonwealth still retained it to the
advantage of those who bought wool there,
for, to a larme extent, they were the -ame
people who bought Western Aunstralian
wool? So it was not until wnanimity could
he nbtained between the States——

Flon. W. D. Johnson: It was not a gques-
tion of unanimity hetween the States. It
was a question of getting the Commonwealth
to move in the matter,

Mr, WATTS: That is so. And it was uot
until there was alse a prospect of other wonl-
producing countries of the world ecoming in
that it was worth while bringing down leais-
lation of this kind. While some of us might
have some belief in private enterprize, I do
not think we wonld stanid hehind a proposi-
tion whieh, in effeet, bordered on dishonesty,
and 1 ennsider that the draft on wool, the
subject of this Bill, has hordered on dishon-
esty. But like many other things it had the
virtue of antiquity: it was an ancient custom,
just as the Roval Commissioner pointed ount
that moneylending had the background of
antiquity to help it nlong. Because of Lhat
backgronnd, it has been verv diffienlt to
bring this legislation forward. It is cer-
tainly overdue, and it is certainly going to
e of preat bencfit to those who are engamed
in woolerowine,  The member for Irwin-
Moore (Hon. . D. Ferguson} mentioned
that £370,000 would be gained by the weol
producers of Australia as the result of the
passing of this legislation. 1 should lLike to
point vut to the member for Muarehi=on with
respect to his remarks about hankers that
whatever may he their views on other sub-
jects, the bankers of this country would be
only too glad to find the woolgrowers with
a further £370,000 in their possession,
which would pay interest at 5 per cent. on
7,500,008 advanced to them. Hence the
hen, member need not worry on the score of
the hankers heing likely to resent the
measure now hefore the House.

Mr. Marvshall: Bankers will da anyvtbinge
fto met a profit.

Mr. WATTS: Baunkers and buyers should
not be confused. 1 hold no brief for either
of them, but it seems to me the hon. memher
was on the wrong track. There is no douht
that legislation of this kind is long overdue,
and because it will eonfer a necessary benefit.
obtained after a long period of acitation on
the part of the woolgrowers of this country.
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I have pleasure in supporting the second
rending.

HON. W. D, JOENSON (Guildford-Mid-
dland) [7.37]: I congratulate the Minister
on having introduced this legislation to do
away with an unfair impost levied on wool
over a ronsiderable period. T have heen asso-
ciated with an organisation that has main-
trined a persistent agitation to get the im-
post removed,  While it is true that the
Fastern States have at last taken an active
htlerest in the matter, we have to give the
ersdif, in my opinion, io the Ministers for
Agrienlture of this State who have acted
on hehall of the Co-operntive Federation
that made the early vepresentations, They
bronght the matter prominently forward
ultimately secured the support of Ministers
n other States, and then finally introduced
it at the Premiers’ Conference, where the
proposal was approved. After considerable
representations, it was decided to take action,
and this uniform legislation was resolved
npan.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The Agrieuttural
Council were responsible for it, more than
the Ministers for Agriculture.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know that
representations in the first place were made
hy the Co-operative Federation.

Hon. P. D. Ferzuson: Who formed the
Agrienltural Couneil?

Hon, W, Ib. JOHNSON: I am grateful
to those who assisted in having the Bill in-
froduced.  As one who has been associated
with the agitation to have the dvaft vemoved,
T know that the present Minister for Agri-
culture and his predecessor took a very
active part in making vepresentations, and
we received nuite a lot of eneouraging lef-
ters from them. The hold that the market-
ing organisations have over wool is not
fimited to this draft allowance, so-called, but
they scem to disregavrd altogether the posi-
tiom of the producers of wool. The Wool-
brokers’ Association and shipping eombina-
tions seem to join together to arrange what
=hall be charged and what shall be done, with
a1 1otal disregard for the welfare of the man
who produces the commodity that is earry-
ing all these unfair inposts.

The Minister for Agriculture: They get a
lui of encouragement Lrom the Federal Gov-
ermnent.

Hon, W, 1. JOHNSOXN : The organisation
which started this agitation for the removal

of the draft allowance is endeavouring to
secure a reduetion in the overseas freight
upon wool, We find very great difficulty
in convineing those in authority, who should
he behind us in our desire to improve the lot
of the producers, that people are constantly
exploiting the producers with respect to the
marketing of these main products of Aus-
tralin.  There is verv grave danger that
through the influence of the Commonwealth
Government theve is going to he interfer-
ehre with regard fo an offer that is being
made by the co-operative movement to re-
duce the freight on wool. All kinds of
threats are being made as to the action that
will be taken if the organisation concerned
persists in its shippineg aetivity, and in
bringing about this redunétion, Tt has heen
satd that even a loycott will take place,
though T ecannot believe that. T do not think
the buyers of wool would go to the extent
of venting their objection on the producers
of the country on behalf of the shipping
comhination. If they do I say that another
Parliament will have to beeome very active.
I the shipping combination is to have
power to influence buyers, and huyers are
going to be boycotted, the position will be-
come not only serious but alarming. We
shall soon know where we are. The Com-
monweulih  Parliament should appreciate
what is being done for the producers in
the matter of wool freight reduetions. They
should encourage that reduetion rather than
assist the endeavour to prevent it. 1 am
glad this measure of reform has been intro-
duced. TIf an aitack is going to be made
upon the co-operative movement 1in its
efforts to reduce freights on overseas wool,
I say with confidence that the same assist-
ance will be rendered to that organisation
as this Bill is rendering to producers to-
itight. 1 do not mind the agitation, but if
anything in the shape of a Doycott is
attempted, I will soon take an opportunity
to expose it in this House. I bhelieve that
Parliament would see that our producers did
not suffer becanse a combination of buyers
threatened that if they could not get their
own way, they would have the power to pre-
vent the produeers from taking advantage of
the reduced rates when these come about.

Mr. Marshall: Sueh a thing could not have
been dene if the Commonwealth liad nof sold
their line of steamers.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.
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In Commitlee

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reporied without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—TRADE DESCRIPTIONS AND
FALSE ADVERTISEMENTS.

Nevond reading.

Debate resumed from the Sth September.

MER. WATTS (Katanning) [743]: Gen-
erally speaking the Rill is one whieh most
members will be ablg to support. TU pro-
vides lor the better eontrol of ihe s=ale of
certain goods specified in ihe sehedule, and
other goods which may he dealt with hy pro-
alamation.  The measure also provides for
the prevention as Far as possible by lerislation
of false representation by advertiseinent, not
only in  newspapers, but =zlso by varions
signs, publicatinns, and pamphlets that may
be nsed or issucd  in conneetion wiih the
sale of shares, land. and other things. One
objection T have to the Bill as drafted is
that the Government may by proclamation
add te or subtract from the deseriptions of
zoods contained in the schedule of the Bill.
H T understand them aright, proclamations
are sueh that this House has no jurisdiction
over them.  In other words, the guestion of
what goods shall be included in or exeluded
from the schedule from time to time would
he in-the hands of the Kxeentive Couneil,
upon whese adviee the Govermment will act,
and in eonsequence it will be largely in the
hands of the Minister controlling the de-
partment.  Whilst of itself that may not be
a bad provision, 1 think that actually it is a
prineiple that ought not to he followed by
this legislature. By regulation the same re-
sults ean bhe achieved, and  the regulations
must he laid on the Table of the Honse, when
they arve subjeet 1o the wishes of the House
as io their  continnance or otherwise, T
understand that no such provision exists in
connecijion with any proelamation made by
His Excellency or the Excentive Council. Tn
this Bill regulation: should he made use of
in lien of proclamations, They would have
the same cifert, but wonld he subjeet tn the
wishes of the House. We should be careful
not to extend the system of government hy
proclamation. Tt is heeoming rather move
popular than it was, but I do not think we
should extend the principle any further than
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we have done. So far as is possible Parlia-
ment should have control over any legislation
that has been passed by Parlinment. Under
this Bill the schedule may he amended hy
proclamation. In my view the reference to
proclamations should bhe taken ont and re-
placed by a refercnce to regulations. With
regard to false advertisements, I notiee that
publication is defined only in regard to
things whirh are written in some wayv or
other, They may be in the newspaper, or in
the air, or on hoardings and advertisements
of that kind, or possibly in pamphlets which
are distvibuted. In  my experience one of
the worst kinds of representations that are
nude in vezard to the things whieh the Rill
secks tn deal with are those which are made
verhally. 1n my experience those who are
endeavouring to sell, shall we say, shares in
doubtful c¢ompanices, especially in  the
eountry areas, do not as a rule advertise
their wares in newspapers, and they fre-
quently fuil to distribute any pamphlets.
They do not put up hoardings. But they do
at every possible opportunity and on cvery
possible occasion teil those with whom they
come in eontact, by word of mouth, the vir-
tues of the propositions they have to put up.
In moving the second reading the Minister
told us that there was nothing, prior to this
Bill heing hronght forward, in  the legisia-
tion of Western Anstralia whigh dealt satis-
factorily with this question of false deserip-
tions and so forth. Tn my opinion, while we
are on this legislation we should certainly
consider whether or not it is advisalble to in-
sert provisions to make verbal statemcnts
whieh the persons making them either know
are not trae or know to be false, punishable,
in order that those people who have been or
may be induced to buy shares and other
wares of that nature on such verbal ve-
presentations may have the satisfaction of
knowing that the persons making those false
or known untruc stntements can be punished,
while they themseives, of course, could not
afford the only alternative offering—to take
action in some civil court, There is also the
clanse providing that it shall be a defence
ta prove that there was reasonable ground
to helieve that the statement made was true,
or that the defendant had no reason to sus-
pect that it was false, or that he had other-
wise acted innocently. If he had reason-
able ground to believe, and did believe, the
statement to he true, and had no ground to
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believe that it was false—if neither of those
defences is open to him—how otherwise
conld he have acted innocently’ [t scems
to me that the inelusion of those words in
the Bill only invites defendants to charges
brought under the law, if it comes into
operation, to bring forward some extra-
ordinarily vexatious, shall I say, defences.
In my view the reference to the third-line
defence, that otherwise he had acted inno-
cently, might reasonably be deleted from
the proposals of the Bill. Turning now to
the powers of inspectors. Inspectors under
the Faectories and S8hops Aer ave to have
power under this legislation. We find thar
they are entitled to take possession of goods
if they have reasonable suspicion that they
are fthose which have heen dealt with in
regard to untrne deseription or anything
els¢ which the Bill covers, and constitute,
or are likely fo eause, a continuanee of the
offenee against the measure—that is how
I wnderstand it. When those goods have
heen taken possession of by the inspector,
he is entitled to hold them until he makes
up his mind whether he is going to take
any aetion against the person owning themm
or in whose possession thex were. TLater
in the Bill the inspector is allowed 12
wmonths in which to take proceedings, in-
stead of the six months, T think, provided
by the Justices Act. Tt seems to me that
to allow an inspeetor to take charge of
a man’s goods in the eivenmsiances T have
mentioned, and to place no limit upon the
period for whiech he is able to hold them
before commencing any action—except, of
course, the time limit of 12 months—is a
little unreasonable. If the inspeetor ean-
not make up his mind one way or the other
in a lesser time than that mentioned, the
Bill should definitely provide for some time
in which he must do so. From myx point of
view, a month would be ample time in
which the inspector could make up his mind
a5 to whether there was any offence of
which he ought to take eognizance. An-
other part of the Bill which appears to me
objectionable is that the inspector in the
currse of the inguiries he will necessurily
have to make may require any person who
he has reason to believe is emploved by the
owner or the person in possession of the
wouds, or who he has reason to believe has
been employed within six months previ-
ously to that time—presnming he is not

eniployed ut the time in question—to ans-
wer any question that he may put to him
i regard to the goods—where they were
obtained, and other inquiries that might
be necessary. It seems to me that it is
enough to empower the inspector to enforce
answers from these who are in the employ
of the person concerned, without going
hack awmong those who have left that per-
son’s employment during the preceding six
months. T regard the provision as it stands
at the present time as dangerous. It is
not always that those who have left a
man’s employment have left it without
friction. Sometimes the cireumstances in
whieh # man leaves his employment do not
couse the best of terms to cxist between
him and the employver. 1t wmay be that a
power sueh as this could be made use of,
not by the inspector, but by the person con-
verned as a former employee, to work sowme
unneeessary hardship on the man who is at
the time in confliet with the inspeetor. So
far as T see, suflicient information eould be
obtained from those in the employ of the
person congerned ut the time of the inguiry.
I do not think we need to go bevond that.
I observe that pretiy well the whole, if not
the whole, of the clunse T am now consid-
ering has heen extracted from the Staiv
Manufactures Deseription Aet of 1931, The
same provision, I admit, exists in that Aet.
Bat heeause it is there it is, so far as T
am concerned, ho less objectionable when
appearing in this Bill. In my opinion the
reference to that power to take advantage
of previous employees should be deleted
from the Bill. I made reference just now
to the faet that the time for prosecution
as provided in the Justices Aet is by this
Bill being extended to 12 months. In my
view six months should be ample. I con-
sider it would be reasonable if the provi-
ston  cextending the period were deleted
from the Bill. 8o far as I see, the Bill,
speaking generally, is an excellent attempt
to deal with a probems whieh, I realise,
has for some cousiderable time been exer-
cising the minds of those concerned in these
matters. We are aware it is vitally neces-
sary that when a person goes to buy goods
he shall get that whieh he intends to pur-
chase, It is no use to the huver, nor ecan
I see that it ean be of any use to the honest
vendor, that goods should be available for
eule that do not comply with the deseription
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given to them or indicated by the label or
otherwise. We should net expect to re-
ceive cotton goods when we ask for wool,
as the Minister indicated, nor do we desire
any substitute for an article we may require
and may be prepared to pay for. It is
unfortunate that it should be necessary to
bring legislation of this deseription hefore
Parliament. On the other hand, it is equally
unfortunate that there should be those who
are prepared to misrepresent their wares
to the general public and paln off on buy-
ers goods that do not contain the constit-
uents allegedly embodied in them. Much
as we regret the circumstances, we know
that unfortunately these things are happen-
ing cvery day. With reeard to the falso
advertisements, which are referred to in
the second part of the Bill, there is no
question that something to limit the activi-
ties of the persons econcerned must be done
if we are to give protection to those who
have no business cxperience and are not
well aequainted with the conditions in the
commercial world, particularly in some dir-
cetions in which it is essenfial that they
shall be saved from wunnecessary losses
when they themselves are perfectly bona-
fide, and “go-getters,” as the Minister men-
tioned, are out for the purpose of taking
them down for any spare cash they may
have. Subjeet to the amendinents I have
mentioned, I have much pleasure in sup-
porting the second reading of the Bill

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

House adjourned at 8.3 p.m.
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The PRESIDEXNT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

DEMISE OF KING GEORGE V.;
ACCESSION OF EING EDWARD VIIIL

Message from His FErcellency.

The PRESIDEXNT: T have received the
following letter from THis Exeellency the
Licut.-Governor :(—

Government House, Perth,
15th Scptember, 1936.

Dear Mr. President,—I have to inform you
that the addresses passed by hoth Hooses of
the Parliament of Western Australia on the
first day of the present session have been for-
warded to the Right Hon. the Sceretary of State
tor Dominion Affairs for presentation to His
Majesty the King. (Signed) Tames Aitchell,
Licut.-Governor. .

QUESTION--MUNDARING WATER.

Supplies and Revenue.

Hon. H. SEDDOX nsked the Chief Sec-
retarv: 1, What was the quantity of water
drawn from Mundaring Weir during each
of the last two years? 2, What quantity
was supplied to (a) the Goldfields; (b}
Goldfields Mining Trust: (¢) ecountry fowns;
(d) farming arcas, during each of the same
periods? 3, What quantity of water was
unsccounted for? 4, Will the Minister sup-
ply a tabulated statement showing the parti-
culars of water supplied to, and revenue re-
colved from, various districts similar to that
included in the annual reports of 1924, ete,
for the two vears referred to?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
1934-35, 1,767,000,000 gallons; 1933-36,
1,940,000,000 gallons. 2, (a) 1934-35,
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811,000,000 gallons; 1935-36G, 1,018,000,000

galfons.  (b) 1934-35, 321,000,000 gallons;
1935-36, 453,000,000 gallons. (e) and (d)
1934-35, 711,000,000 gallons; 1935-36,

715,000,000 gallons. 3, Nil. 4, Yes; the
necessary information is now being collated.



